
  
 
 
 
 

 

Participating quarry information  

1. Contact information 

Company: Lehigh Hanson Materials Limited 

 

Quarry: Cadomin Limestone Quarry 

 Latitude /Longitude: 53o0’17.94oN 117o19’32.72oW   53.02894444444445/-117.342 

 City: Cadomin 

 Region:  Alberta 

 Country: Canada 

 

2. General description 

The Cadomin limestone quarry is located in the town of Cadomin, Alberta which is about 360 km west of 
Edmonton and 50 km south of Hinton.  The quarry is a 181 ha site located in the foothills of the Rocky 
Mountains and is contained by the McLeod River to the west, foothills with subalpine vegetation to the 
north, and a Zone 1 Prime Protection Area to the east.  Other major industrial operations in the area 
include forestry and coal mining; with several abandoned mines and towns located nearby. 

The Town of Cadomin has permanent residents; however the community’s population grows during the 
summer months, particularly on weekends and holidays.  The area around Cadomin is used frequently 
for horseback riding, ATV use as well as hunting.  Lehigh and the community have a good relationship 
and the quarry contributes to the Town’s roadway management activities and also has worked with the 
community and Environmental Not-for-profit Groups (ENGO’s) to aid in river habitat management and 
wildlife tracking. 

The quarry supplies close to one million 
tonnes of limestone to Lehigh Hanson’s 
Cement Plant in Edmonton by rail for the 
manufacturing of cement. The mine is 
not a typical pit run mine. Instead, 
material is blasted off the working face 
and deposited into a 50 metre raise 
(material chute) where it is crushed and 
stored completely inside the mountain; 
only when it’s transported to Edmonton 
via rail does the rock leave the inside of 
the mountain. To date no long-term 
reclamation has been completed due to 
current activity or future planned activity 
within the boundaries of the Mineral 
Surface Lease area. 



  
 

 

Located in the foothills and montane regions, the area provides habitat for a diverse range of species.  
Some of the recognized species in the region include Black Bears, Grizzly Bears, Cougars, Big Horn 
Sheep, White Tailed and Mule Deer, Whitefish, Harlequin Ducks and several species of bats.  One of the 
main ecological concerns in Cadomin is the bat population.  Across from the quarry exists the ‘Cadomin 
Caves’; which is a large maze of caves that are still not yet fully surveyed, but are known to be of 
significant importance to hibernating bat populations that make use of the habitat.  In 2014 the Cadomin 
Caves were closed to public access due to concerns over a disease decimating Alberta’s bat population; 
White-Nose Syndrome. 

Grizzly bears frequent the quarry lands and adjacent properties which is why Lehigh has previously 
worked with the Foothills Model Forest to research grizzly migrations through the area.  Lehigh has also 
worked with Trout Unlimited to re-armor banks along the McLeod River to sustain and improve fish 
spawning habitat. 

 

3. Special habitats, flora and fauna 

The quarry lies at the edge of the foothills geographic region which progresses into subalpine and alpine 
habitats, making eventual reclamation challenging.  Challenges that exist include minimal topsoil and 
nutrients available for seedlings (and for on-site salvaging), extremely high wind speeds and other 
extreme weather events resulting in erosion and damage to new vegetation and the high altitude and 
steep slopes present challenges for species selection and feasible reclamation options. 

No endangered species have been identified on site during the site assessments and surveys.  However, 
Harlequin Ducks have been observed on the McLeod River just upstream of the quarry operations and a 
Golden Eagle is believed to have a nest east of the quarry.  The Cadomin cave with its large local bat 
populations would also be considered special habitat and preliminary discussions on long-term 
reclamation plans have included considerations for converting reclaimed quarry structures into over 
wintering bat habitat. 

The Cadomin Quarry is situated within the Boreal Plain and Montane Ecozones in Alberta, with some 
mixed grasses and willows and conifers in the lower altitude levels and along water courses.  Minimal 
sub/top soil exists covering the rock base, upper altitudes have reduced vegetation content and biomass 
but higher observations of lichen species. 

 

4. Ongoing nature projects 

 Lehigh has provided material (large boulders) for bank stabilization and habitat construction for trout 
and whitefish in the McLeod River 

 Previously, Lehigh has worked with the Foothills Model Forest donating space and access for the 
research and tracking of grizzly bears in the region 

 Cadomin has experimented with different seed mixes and revegetation techniques on a trial patch of 
land, but no formal reclamation has been conducted to date at the quarry. 

 

 


